Return to the Struggle
Now that the masters of industry sought to utilize
the nation's misery to dictate terms to the government,
the unrest of the people was further intensified. With
each day the misery increased and with the mounting
tide of discontent the social crisis sharpened, the
elements of conflict grew. The " Black Reichswehr ",
an illegal military organization under the leadership
of Major Buchrucker, attempted a Putsch on October i
in the Prussian fortress of Kustrin. The Putsch was
put down and the leaders arrested, but the people
learned of the Black Reichswehr's existence, for the
truth leaked out despite attempts to conceal it. Could
passive resistance still be maintained ?
Some of the French military authorities tried to
arouse a separatist movement in the occupied terri-
tory ; they hoped to utilize the confusion which would
arise to effect the separation of this important Rhine-
land district. Among the people there was very limited
sympathy for this movement; its following was com-
posed mainly of riffraff for whom the Rhineland people
felt only contempt. Some among the French authori-
ties, particularly those who had been in the Ruhr for
a longer time and had a feeling for the people, realized
that this effort was both mistaken and hopeless. One
of their leading men frankly admitted this to me.
Still more serious, however, were the events in
Bavaria. Here the middle class had never been very
strongly in favour of the republic. This dislike was
combined with Bavaria's traditional separatism ; its
own particular quirk was striving after the preservation
of "Bavarian individuality". This " Bavarian in-
dividuality " manifested itself now in the increasingly
reactionary political recruiting of the ruling Bavarian
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